
Mental Maths Strategy 
 

3  8   +    5 
 

First, you must round up 38 to the nearest number 
to make more manageable. 
 
Let’s round up 38          and the number is… 40! 
 
But, in order to transform that 38 into a 40, we 
need 2 more units! 
 
We are going to take them from number 5. 
 

   Tens        Ones 

3       8 

+

      5

   Tens    Ones 

 
 
 
 



So,  
 
   Tens        Ones 

4       0 

+

      3

   Tens    Ones 

 
 
this…           3  8   +    5 
turns into a…     4  0   +   3 
 
and that’s a very easy addition! 
 

40 + 3?? 
 

43! 
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